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Introduction

1. General

The Gandavyihasitra (G V) is one of the nine Dharmas
or Agamas of the Nepalese Buddhism, and as such it is a highly
respected work among the Mahayina Buddhists all over the
world. According to the tradition recorded in the colophon of
this volume, the original text of the Gandavyuhasitra was, like
that of the Samadhirdjastitra, much more voluminous, and what
is presented here in this volume is but a fraction now extant :
dealing with the quest of Sudhana the Merchant’s son to learn
the course of conduct for the attainment of Buddhahood or Bodhi-
sattvahood. He was advised for that purpose to meet several
benevolent friends, the Kalyipamitras, already well-versed in
that course, numbering 110 (it FamiReREr—p. 394) and for
that purpose to visit an equal number of places, all situated in
the Deccan, Daksinipatha. Of these 110 friends we have an
account in the extant portion of only 52 or 53 beginning with
Matjuéd and ending with Samantabhadra. The learning of
this course of conduct is crystallised in the last section of the work,
and is known as =i, or SRIETASROM, meaning medita-
tion on the course of conduct prescribed by Boghisattva Samanta-~
bhadra. Maijuéri who picked up Sudhana as one destined to
be a Bodhisattva and asked him to meet several saintly persons,
monks, nuns, kings, laymen and laywomen, deities, teachers of
arts and crafts, and ladies like Gopa and Miya, wife and mother
of Gotarma Doddha,  Sudnema, however, foond tat af thess

personalities had acquired only a fraction of the infinite number
of qualities of the Bodhisattvas. Maitreya, the Bodhisattva,
directed him to go back to Mafjusri, who, in turn this time, asked
him to meet Samantabhadra, It is this last-named Bodhisattva,

who taught him the special instruction called Bhadracariprani-
dhina.

The volume as well as the language of the work which is
a forerunner of the style of Bina are rather frightening; the former
is about 12000 ¢lokas of 82 syllables each for the extant portion



hud Ganpirrimasiras
of the original work, and the latter hyperbolic, somcﬁnf the fee-
uent terms and phrases being selimmaAfieTy, gelrmi N
gnd their synonyms ke 3, m, oymdamgsn. The dfishc'nptt::;!
of places and persons, the names of Tathagatas and Bodhisa né
past, present and future, samidhis and vimoksas, rcgmnsham
kalpas referred to in the work, are so vast that the pl‘;ich
sl * far beyond deseription” is the only term W
correctly characterises the work, ‘

The text s preserved in Mss. or even in the only pﬁ““:
edition is corrupt at places, has numerous lacunae, and aﬁfh‘mfxt
L fee! that I have presented in this edition a decidedly better &

than one found in any single Ms, or in the sole printc,d ediﬁ'mz
there e places where improvement in my text is stil} not m
possible,

This edition is principally based on the only printed edi
tion of the work by Suzuki and Tdewmi, but T was fortunate
to discover in the M, Libraty of the Oricatal lustitute
Barods, 2 fine My, in Nepalese seript (facsimile of whose fist and
last pages appears in this volume as froutispiece ), which enabled
me to improve the text and gl up lacanze in numerous places-
Besides, 1 have improved ihe punctuation, lave separated
casrecdy words, phrases and baragraphs, have added numbers
10 verses in swhich respects the printed edition {s painfully
Iacking. I may say, withont a grain of boast, that the reader
wil find the present edition to mark aq immense improvement
on the former.

2. The Otder Edition
As has been mentioned above, there is only one printed
edition of the work available. It wag edited by Professors D. Te
i, and published by the Society for the
Publication of Sacred B, d, Kyoto, Japan, 1048
{referred to as S in margin), This edition

o one from the Library
of Rayal Asiafic Society, London ; two
University Library ;

from the Cambridge

fary ; one from the Bibliotheque nationate, Pacis;

one from the Libsary of Tokye Unlversity ; and one from Ryoto
University ‘L'\brary‘ Of these six s only ane, that from
Royal Asiatic Socicty, Londog was & palm leaf Ms, dated 286 of
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the Nepalese era (4. . 1166) and is the oldest, while all others
are late copies on paper. The editors collected variant readings
from these Mss., but have not supplied them in the volume, and
now seem to have abandoned the idea of issuing them in a sepa-
rate volume. The world has thus Iost 2 valuable material useful
for a critical scholar. It is, however, presumed that the editors
have adopted the best and most authentic readings in their text.
From a careful examination of this edition, however, it appears
that the editors could not fill up all lacunae with the help of
the six Mss. in their possession; and although I used a single new
Ms. which did not reach the hands of these editors, I too could
not succeed in filling the lacunae left by them. All the same,
the discovery and use of the Baroda Ms, was of great help to me
to fill up the lacunae in numerous places, to improve my text,
to record a few important variants, and to note additions and
omissions, I have already indicated above that the text in Kyoto
edition could be made moare readable and casy of understanding
by improvement in punctuation, correct separation of words,
phrases and paragraphs. It is on account of these features that
the present edition marks a vast advance over the older edition.

3. The Baroda Ms.

I was thus fortunate to discover a fresh Ms. in Newari
script in the Mss. Collection of the Qriental Institute, Baroda
(B in marginal references and foot-notes) No. 13208, It is clear
that this Ms. is a copy of a codex different from those Mss.
used by Professors Suzuki and Idzumi, This Baroda Ms. was
procured for the Oriental Institute by Dr. B. Bhattacharya, for-
mer Director of the Institute from Nepal and belonged to Vajra-
Cirya Monastery in Kathamandu. It was made on Nepalese hand.
made paper besmeared with yellow pigment on one side with a
double-lined margin in red ink. The size of the Ms. is 61-5 cm.
by 27.2 cm. with 9 lines to a page, about 98 letters to a line and
has 218 folia, On the opening page, there is 2 multi-cloured illu-
stration of Buddha and his assembly of Bodhisattvas in the centre.
This Ms. also has lacunae at places marked by...... , showing
thereby that it also was copied from another older manuscript.

The Director of the Institute also got prepared a Deva-
nigan transcript bearing Nos. 183517 and 18648 of the above Ms.
by Pandit Hariram Shastri of the Institute, and seems to have

-
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personally checked it with the original to use it as If‘ress Copy
for a projected edition in the Gaekwad Oriental Series. I was
equally lucky to use this transcript which I personally cor.nPared
with the original at erucial points during my frequent visits to
Baroda during 1958-59 for the purpose of preparing the critical
text of the Ayodhya Kanda of the Ramayana for that Institute. I am
very happy for this find as otherwise I would have been compelled
to almost reproduce the text as in the Kyoto edition, It shoulds
hawever, be clearly understaod that the Baroda M, is just a Ms,,
having numerous misreadings, omissions { mostly haplographical )
and gaps ; but ou the whole I find the Ms, very carcfully prepared
by a good scholar-scribe,

While T was in Kathmandu in November 1956, I visited
the Vajricirya monastery where 1 saw several Devaniigari Mss.
of the Gandavyihasitra which appeared to be recent paper Mss,
1t means that it is still possible in that region to get an clder Ms.

of this slitra to enable the younger scholar to improve my text
further.

4. Analysis of the Work

Like other works of the class of Agamas or Dharmas of
Nepa}&e Buddhism, this work opens with an introductory section
describing the Buddha seated in the assembly of Bodhisattvas,
monks and lay disciples attending on him in the Jetavana garden
donated to the Samgha by Anathapindada at Sravasti. The
monks di d among themselves the unfathomabl of the
greatness of Buddha, and the means to obtain a fraction of that
greatness.  For this end, the real guide was a Kalyanamitra, 2
bgrleva}ent friend. The Buddha, knawing the contents of their
discussion, ex_ncred into a samadhi called Simhavijrmbhita when
several Bodhisattvas from different lands arrived there to wait
upon him, and took their seats around the Master in such a manner
that d_ac_ entire extent of the jetavana garden got filled with them.
The Srivakas like é«aripmra were not, however, aware of this
prowess of the Buddha.  Each one of the Bodhisattvas then recited
;\sl};:rt }sn’ymn in E]x;m;c of the Buddha {pp. 1-24). Then Bodhi-

attva  Samantabhag i
Sty ot uﬁ:{) who had realised the matare of the
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or compassion and decided to help other creatures of the world
to attain the Bodhisattvahood as well as its preliminaries, assumed
various forms such as monks, Brahmins, kings, physicians, mer-
chants, lay disciples, princesses, queen~mothers etc. and moved
in different parts of the country for that purpose (pp. 25-85).
Maiijuséri among them proceeded in the direction of Daksinapatha
or the Deccan. Sdriputra noticed the great holiness of Mafijuéri,
brought it to the notice of other monks, approached him, and
expressed a desire to attain similar powers. Maifijuérl explained
to monks the ten causes which brought to him those powers.
The monks obtained a samidhi as a result of Mafijuéri’s preaching,
and attained enlightenment. Thereafter Maifijusri proceeded to
the town called Dhanyakara. The citizens of Dhanyikara, in
huge crowds, waited upon him, among whom was a merchant’s
son called Sudhana. Maifiju$ri immediately discovered that
Sudhana was a fit person to obtain the omniscience of a Bodhi-
sattva. Maijuséri preached a sermon to him and left the town.
Sudhana, however, persistently followed him, and to draw his
attention recited a hymn in his honour, and requested him to show
him the way to Bodhisattvahood. Mafijuéri thereupon explained
to him that Bodhisattvahood depended on one’s meeting Kalyana-
mitras, and advised him to go to a monk named Meghasri and
learn from him how an aspirant to Bodhisattvahood should
conduct himself towards that objective (pp. 36-47). Sudhana,
accordingly, approaches Meghasri, and puts him the above
question, viz., how to attain Bodhisattvahood and how to conduct
oneself to that end (pp. 36-50). As the subsequent part of the
work relating to Sudhana’s quest is so similar in respect of each

Kalyinamitra, it may well be summarized in a tabular form
attached herewith :
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It may be seen from this table that the Kalyinamitra
possessed only one special attainment or Vimoksa out of an
infinite number which Buddha or Bodhisattva possesses. The
Bhadracar! or Bhadracaryd as recommended by Samanta-

bhadra (pp. 428-436) however, scems to contain an essence of
such a course of conduct.

7-9-1960

Poona=
i } P. L. VAIDYA
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SA (&fte ) Sutralamkara of Asangs, ed by § Lew
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SV (s )—Subhvatwyuha od by Max Maller

T—Tibetan translation

T-—{followed by number »~Tohoku Catalogue
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